Recently, our group (Wang et al., 2007) decribed the crystal structure of 2,3-Dimethoxy-6,7-methylenedioxyphenanthrene [1] (C17H14O4). Here we report the crystal structure of 2,3:6,7-bis(methylenedioxy)phenanthrene, another important intermediate in the synthesis of phenanthroindolizidine and phenanthroquinolizidine alkaloids analogs. In the title molecule, all the non-hydrogen atoms are nearly coplanar, with the mean deviation of 0.0763 Å, The crystal structure is stabilized by weak intermolecular C11-H11···O1 contacts with C···O distance 3.442 (3) Å and π-π stacking interactions between the parallel molecules; the interplanar distance is 3.43 Å (symmetry code: -1 + x, y, z).
In the title molecule, C 16 H 10 O 4 , all the non-H atoms are coplanar. The crystal structure is stabilized by weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO contacts andstacking interactions (the interplanar distance is 3.43 Å ).
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